Newspaper Clips
December 29, 2015

Times of India ND 29/12/2015 p-18

(Ganga Calling

River will really benefit from II'ls playing
an active role in cleaning it

in cleaning up the Ganga - by adopting various stretches of the
river, effecting implementable action plans there, handholding
some villages in treating pollutants along the selected stretch, etc.
Aneffectiverolloutof theNamamiGange programmetorejuvenate
the river requires coordinating state of art technologies. II'Ts are
best placed to do this as they have been jointly working with
other research institutes on a comprehensive Ganga River Basin
Management Plan since 2010.
And the tasks are enormous. Studies show that as many as
144 drains discharge 6475 million litres of
wastewater into the Ganga each day. A mas-
sive counterattack over the next five years
envisions setting up sewage treatment
\ plants, ghat development, solid waste
=*  management schemes, bio diversity
conservation efforts —and more at a cost of
Rs 20,000 crore. But it’s notlike crores haven’t
been spent on cleaning the river in the past. If the latest round of
investments has to yield a different result, it’s good to have the tech
savvy and efficient II'Tsengaged in the projectfrom A to Z.

But technology is only one aspect of the initiative. A clean-up of
the river also demands a comprehensive plan to ensure continuous
flow of pollution free waters, which calls for close interaction
between different states and local bodies. Plans to roll out a four
battalion Ganga Eco Task Force and use a Territorial Army unit to
monitor operations need to be properly implemented too. If all of
this isdone well, it will not only benefit the 40 crore plus population
thatissettled onthe Gangariverbasinbutalsogiveafilliptoproduc-
tiveactivities,and enhancethe overall quality of lifeonaquarter of
India’slandmass.

It’s agoodthatthe Centrehasinvited 101ITstoactively participate
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Shift to online
admissions:
UGC to univs

"1 "heUGC hasasked higher
educational institutions
across the country to intro-
duce online admissions for
all their courses from the
next academic session, re-
portsPavan M V.

This will not only en-
sure greater efficiency but
also promote transparency
in the functioning of the in-
stitutions, UGC chairman
Ved Prakash said on Mon-
day. The step will facilitate
students and parents to
make informed choices.

Next month, the UGC
will review the progress
made by institutionssuchas
IIMs, Manipal University
and the University of My-
sore, which have already
implemented thesystem.P9
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UGC sets 2016 date
for online admission

Pavan.MV@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: University
Grants Commission (UGC)
chairman Ved Prakash has
asked educational institu-
tionsacrossthe country to im-
plement theonlineadmission
system for all programmes
from June-July 2016.

UGC issued a circular in
thisregardtoall state and cen-
traluniversities on Monday:

“This will not only ensure
greater efficiency but also
promote transparency in the
functioning of institutions,”
Prakash said, “It will facili-
tate students and parents to
make informed choices.”

UGC also requested the
universities that have imple-
mented online admissions to
name the software used and
mention the processadopted.

The circular added, “If ad-
missions are not done online
or done partially, you may in-
dicate the steps proposed by

your university to convert it to
complete online mode from
theacademic session 2016-17,”
the circular said. UGC will re-
view the progress of universi-
ties that have already moved
admissions online at a meet-
ingin January 2016.

Bharat Lal Meena, addi-
tional chief secretary for
higher education in Karnata-
ka, said many universities
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and colleges in the southern
state have already imple-
mented the online admission
system, which allows stu-
dents to download applica-
tion forms and even pay the
admission feeson the web.
Amongtheinstitutionsal-
readyfollowing online admis-
sions are the 1TMs, Manipal
University and the Universi-
ty of Mysore.
Forthefullreport, logon
to www.timesofindia.com




